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“3 of Cadillac, Michigan 


with a brief account of the 
Beaudoin family on the North American conti- 
nent since 1667: 282 years of continued re- 
sidence, 
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I dedicate this little monograph to the 
memory of my grandfather, Louis(Napoleon) 
Beaudoin, mort, of Cadillac, Michigan, who 
with his brother Francois Beaudoin, Mort 
of Detroit, Michigan, was the founder of 
the Michigan branch of the Beaudoin family, 
coming there from Hull, in the Dominion of 
Canada in 1887, and being succeeded in the 
United States by three generations of Beaudoins. 
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Kenneth Lawrence Beaudoin, 
Memphis, Tennessee, 
Autumn, 1949 
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Foreword 


The tracing of family histories has been a popular pastime 
for many centuries now, Confronted with the single fact of his ex~ 
istence, a man seems naturally curious as to the habits, character, 
possessions, and the events in which his forbears participated. It 
somehow does give some tentative answers to those ever vital questions 
a man asks himself, “Who am I ? What am I ? and, Where am I ?" Genea- 
logy does not give very definite answers, perhaps not very important 
ones, but it cannot be denitd that family histories do give some strong 
leads as to the character of a family. 


My motives in the preparation of this monograph are simply to 
locate the Michigan branch of the Beaudoin family, which today including 
all American branches, i.e.,the Louisiana Branch, the Massachussetts 
Branch, the Canadian Branch, the New York State Branch and the Michigan 
Branch must number in excess of 5000 members, 


Such information as I have secured regarding the earliest 
American forbears of the Beaudétn family and their French antecedents 
is a matter of recorded history which I secured in the course of 
routine research in the libraries of New Orleans, Baltimore, New York, 
Washington, D.C., and Boston, Massachussetts. The cataloguing of the 
members of the family of Napoleon Beaudoin of Cadillac, Michigan has 
been made possible by the transference of the Napoleon Beaudoin family 
archives to my father, Arthur Joseph Beaudoin of Memphis, Tenn., upon 
the death of my grandmother, Rose de Lima (commonly known as Dora or 
Delphinee) Marier Bertschiaume Beaudoin, and through the cooperation of 
the several members of this branch of the flahily. 


I make no pretense at genealogical expertness, I have as a 
matter of fact attempted to avoid a scholarly manner of writing as much 
as possible, I hope such an account as I have been able to secure of 
the virtues and follies of our early American antecedents may prove en— 
tertaining to those of you who may see fit to read this monograph, and 
useful to those who like myself are not really well acquainted with 
many of our mutual relatives, 


Kenneth Lawrence Beaudoin, 


1949 


i 


t Yiqmte eta dgstgonoa eldt Yo noléstaqesg edt at esvidon yt 
satbulont yabod doinw ,y Chimes? afobesed sid to donsad nenizviokt aay etscol 


% 


thee a sod ead nedo - 
~xe afd Yo Jost w bedgn 
«to Joetsie bata etl 6 tn YY 
sf sbedsqiotineq exsed102 ed 


enoiveoup fatty tsve eaodt? of 


ee 
* 


“tam 


-sone0 "§ Tae orscW yon ¢ I me dodW ¢ Lf me od Ufoemtd « 
; ‘ovig ba 
Besegics viev jon eqeriteg ,etewens eff kt 5b —B00R 
cite smog oviy ob eotiotekd ykimel Jedd BOTs 5 tk dud 


peters sales! ire. 


‘SJoeeurloecesM oft ,donsvi ansfeluod odd,y,e,t ,eodonend népiiomA [fs 


iogifoli o3 bans donesd eead@ MaoY well ed? dosent antbanad edd ,onaté 


.evedmes: O00? Yo ezesoxe nit wodawa devum doneté 


ifase edd gnibtese: bewose evad I ea nottemiotnt dowd 
inebsoeJns danstdt tledt bas yliawtd mbdbuael add to eisedaol asoivesh 
to sauoo sj of bewees [ dofdw yiodeld bébieoes Io tedtam & GF 
fol wot ,stordt1a& ,enseftO well to eelteudii efd at dodwseset saiivor 
eid to galugoletas oT .ettoervdosezaM .moteod bas ,..9,0 ,nodgaisasw 
ead cegidoiM .oslftbe? Yo mtobyeed qoefoqs to yLims? of? lo etedmes 
vfims? nicbysel noeLloqeli edt lo onneteladse1s sfd yd oldterog ebem need 
ioqu ,.ansT ,airqmsM lo slobdaes dqseobl ivddaA , terse? ys oF eovinata 
to si00 86 aworml yloommos) amit ob seo .perddombnaty yr lo Adeeb ond 
noisjsteqoos end tawotds baa ,ntobyacfl omisideestei solisMh (sontigisd 
Y(lAst edt to donetd eft? Yo e10dmem Leqevee of? 


6 ef svei I ,eeontreg {sotgolaoneg te eanstorwg on stam T 
wo c8 yoittinw lo tonuem _yftelodoe a btova o¢ bodqmetis goad To teddae 
lo stmwooe of sida aved oved | es Inivooos ma move eqon I oldieeoq as 


~le SsvVoig Ysm ednebesovotns nsottemA Yiaas avo To eeiliol baa seuvdaby ene 


bas ,fiqstgonom effd baet oF SI% soe Yom ow poy Yo eéodd oF gnintaties 


djiw betntaspos [low y {Les si Jon ets tieeym eAll offw oso? of Iotenw 
-sevivalot Ieutum wo to yism 


ilobysed vonetwal djonnek 
edet 


I_ (French Antecedents ) SS iacemes Sid 


The name Beaudoin, spelled variously Beaudoin, Baudoin, Baudouin, 
Baudin, and Bowdoin since 1667 is actually of teutonic origin, It is the 
French equivalent of the £nglish name Baldwin and means simply, "Bold in 
Battle", meaning I suppose that the name comes from one of the war~like teu- 
tonic states to the north of Franch which were subdued and fused into the 
empire of Charlemagne in the 8th Century, As a matter of fact the first 
historical reference to the name I was able to discover was in the "Chanson 
de Rolande" a medieval saga of the failure of Charlemagne's expedition against 
the Moors, It seems that in the course of earlier conquests, Charlemagne had 
seen fit to marry his widowed sister, Berthe, a woman whom legend accuses of 
not having been particularly beautiful, to the son of the conquered prince of 
Mayence (modern Mainz) named Ganelon, who was created by Charlemagne as the 
result of this service, comete de Guanes, and as a result was a gentleman close 
to the emperor's person, Berthe was by her previous marriage, the mother of 
the Capolingian hero of song and lay, Roland. By Ganelon, she bore a son, "a 
sickly child of her old age," who was called Baudouin, Everyone, of course, 
knows that Ganelon in the War against the Moors betrayed the French army and 
Charlemagne, himself, was saved with his army only because Roland held the pass 
at Carcasonne at the price of his own life while the French retreated, Ganelon 
was, of course, properpy hung and he is placed by Dante and other poets of the 
Middle Ages and the early Renaissance in the deeptst hell of his " Inferno", 
right under Satan's toe nail, as it were, along with the Cenci and other dis— 
tinguished villains of history. 


Charlemagne, it seems, ordered Baudonin, Ganelon's infant son to be 
killed, but Berthe, doubtless the original big Berthe, taking compassion on 
her child, spirited him off with a nurse-maid to Brittainy, It seems Berthe 
must have been quite a match for her imperial brother for the matter seems to 
have been dropped upon his return to France, and a noble family known as "de 
Baudouin", or the sons of Baudouin grew up in Brittainy, 


The name occurs in the rosters of the Crusades led by Louis, the 

Saint, and Richard, Coeur de Lion, In the 13th century, a Baudouin was made 
duc de Brahant, and to this day the name is associated with that duchy, Even 
the present day kings of Belgium (a German family, the Hohenlohes) saw fit to 
name the heir apparent to the Belgian throne Baudouin, since the traditional 
title of the heir to the Belgian throne is duc de Brabant, And to return to 
the Baudotiins who joined the Grusades, it is perhaps well to remember that the 
first three Crusader kings to succeed Godfrey de Bouillion to the throne of 
Jerusalem were Baudouins, 


By the reign of Louis XII there is evidence that the Baudouins of 
Brittainy had increased and flourished, There was a titled Baudouin family in 
Tours and another in Bordeaux, A Beaudoin was in the company of Willian, the 
Conqueror, and was given a Welsh barony which exists to this day, as well as 
that particular branch of the Beaudoin family. 


During the French civil wars there were Baudouins on both sides of 


the fight; those with the pope and the king, and those with the Huguenots and 
the duke of Navarre, The family was like many another ancient French family 
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I ( French Antecedents) continued 


decimated by these wars and financially ruined, The Breton and Bordeaux 
branches of the family, however, survived, but by the time of the settlement of 
New France they were sufficiently reduced in power, wealth and influence to 
welcome the opportunity to migrate to the New World, That is probably why all 
of us, you and I who bear the name of Beaudoin, are here now Hb, 


The family has survived as well, in France and Belgium and many dis- 
tinguished members of the family have figured in the history of France since 
1667, though most of them are Royalists and have not figured in the pélitical 
schemes of either the Bonaparte empire or the French Repulbics, Paul Baudouin, 

a minister of the recent Vichy government, is a contemporary member of the Bre- 
ton branch of the family; Jeanne Beaudoin, the impressionist painter, and Henri 
Beaudouin, the distinguished Belgian architect are other contemporary European 
descendants of the family, Of course, to relate the American Beaudoins with the 
European members of the family with any pretense at accuracy would take many 

more years of research in the libraries of Montreal, Quebec, Paris, in Breton ar- 
chives and Belgian churches than I have to devote to the matter, I leave such 
relation to your personal conjecture, All of this happened much too long ago 

for any of us ‘to be very sure about it, However, it is colorful legendary mater~ 
fal and an old family is very poor indeed without some legends to nurse, 


There were 13 heraldic devices used by the various branbhes of the 
Baudouin family between the 10th and the 16th century, I suppose the inference 
is that the family enjoyed 13 distinct titled during that period, I have 
selected the arms of the Breton family ( de Saint Brice) to sketch here for 
that is the French sourché of the American Beaudoins, 


It is a crusader's arms: 
viz: shield d'or (gold) 
lozenges vertes( green) 
cross patonce gules(red) 


The crest is a lily sceptre, | 
probably reminiscent of | 
the legendary source of 
the family, Ganelon, who | 

had been at one time | 
| 


a sovereign prince, Ser, 
"du Mayence" ie eS 
note: the arms of the Beaudoins de p of x: 
Saint Brice are usually shown 
surmounted by a vicomte's coro~ haw \4 
<U 


net, in so far as they at one 


time enjoyed that title, 
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II Pere Jean Baudoin 


The earliest American relative of the Beaudoins was Jean Baudouin, 
a Jesuit missionary who came to America in 1667, and quite a character he was, 
His work among the Indian tribes was most effective, He was referred to in 
Qichec in those days, as old Count Frontenac's Richelieu. 


With no better cannon than his crucifix he wontt the allegiance of all 
the Indians as far down as the Casco Bay settlements of the English, He worked 
tirelessly with the Indians for more than three decades, and was clever enough 
to keep his head on his shoulders which was more than many a French priest suc 
ceeded in doing. He is accused of having contributed largely to the troubles 
which brought on the "French and Indian Wars" with the English colenists, and 
by some English historians is blamed for the action the British tock against the 
Acedians, He was doubtless responsible for the bringing of his Breton cousin, 
Gervais to Quebec where the latter remained and married and became our first 


American ancestor as is all properly recorded in the archives of the church of 
Notre Dame de Quebec, 


Jean Baudotin was of literary disposition and his diaries and some 
of his correspondence has been published, Copies of this now very rare book 
are to be found in the archepiscopal archives of New Orleans, and in the New 
York Public Library, as well, I understand as in the libraries and archives 
of Montreal, Quebec and New Orleans. I have read these diaries and they are 
exciting reading to this day, They give you a little insight into the char- 
acter of this tireless missionary who had but two loves in his life, the Church 
of Rome and France, and I am sure he served both af them faithfully according 
to his understanding and belief until his death.’ He led a strange, lonely life 
but he must have had a great human understanding, and considerable personal 
magnetism for there was not an Indian village between Quebec and New Orleans 
in which he was not respected, He was indeed Frontenan's Richelicu. He could 
make peace or gain the allegiance of the Indians when all others failed. 


Toward the end of his life he was made Superior of all the Jesuits in 
America, and as such he was the ranking churchman in New France, His head- 
quarters in later years was in St, Louis, He was even a few years in New Orleans 
shortly after its establishment, but Governor Bienville had brought the Capu- 
chins with him to New Orleans, and Father Baudouin was an implacable Breton 
priest who was notorious for keeping the strict tenets of the Church. The lax- 
ness of the Capuchins did not make him happy so he requested to be transferred 
again to St, Louis which was then little more than a frontier fort where the 
Missouri joins the Mississippi River, 


How I envy him those trips down the untouched Mississippi, He must 
indeed have felt close to his Creator crossing a new world untouched by civil- 
ization or man, This man was a trail blazer and a good one #&4K#A ranking 
right along with Marquette and Joliet and I'm rather proud he's in the family, 


Jean Baudouin is said to have died in old Fort St. Louis, but his 
grave has been lost, His bones are probably resting in pleasant anonymity 
beneath the great new city which has grown over the city of his prinit.ve 
provincial see, 
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IlI_THE CASCO BAY BAUDOUINS( BOWDOINS) 


One of the little mysteries which I suppose occur in every family 
occurred to the Beaudoin family with the arrival of Pierre Baudouin in the 
English Colonies on Casco Bay, Pierre Baudouin is mentioned as cousin Pierre 
in the diaries and correspondence of Jean Baudouin, Cousin Pierre was supposed 
to have helped save Acadia and the territory which is’ now the State of Maine 
and the Canadian province of New Brunswick for France, but somehow it didn't 
work out that way, Father Jean obviously had no suspicion that cousin Pierre 
was a Huguenot. Pehhaps cousin Pierre would never have been one had the Freneh 
been victorious in the French and Indian Wars, There are even legends to the 
effect that during the French and Indian War French soldiers stranded in the 
vicinity of cousin Pierre's holdings on Casco Bay were always able to secure 
fresh provisions, even gun powder, Of course, none of this can be proved, 
There is even a legend to the effect that upon receiving letters from cousin 
Pierre, our great grandsire, Gervais Baudouin had upon several occassions dis 
patched provisions to French Troops in New France which were unfortunately cap~ 
turad by the English invaders, Of course, this has never been proved, but there 
is abundant proof that Gervais Baudouin prospered in Quebee and that Pierre 
Baudouin prospered on Casco Bay, 


It is probably a good idea to dispose of the Casco Bay branch of the 
family now, They are treated in detail in the American Dictionary of Biogravhy, 
It seems that Pierre Baudouin arrived in Falmouth, England with a large sum of 
money in the year of grace 1684. He professed to be a Huguenot fleeing persecu- 
tion in France( but, of course, that doesn't seem to be the way Father Jean Bau- 
douin heard the story, which is the mystery. And furbhermore very few of the 
French Baudouins seemed to be very well oiled in the year of grace 1684, That is 
another part of the mystery,) But, of course, how can the American Dictionary of 
Biggraphy be wrong ? In any case Pierre came to Casco Bay, bought a fabulous 
amount of land, started building ships, among other things, and before very long 
was the richest man in the Massachussetts Bay Colony. Incidentally he is reput- 
ed to have had something to do with the naming of the Northern part of the colony 
which became the state of Maine, The original home and sovereign title of the 
Beaudoin family according to legend was Mainz a German principality after which 
Maine is named, How fitting, in so far as an early American Beaudoin owned the 
best part of it, After all, Bierre proved to be a handy man to have around, He 
learned to speak English fluently, joined the Congregational Church, started 
spelling his name Bowdoin, married one of the governor's excess female relatives 
and before long was a member of the Massachussetts legislature, Not bad for a 
doctor who hadn't been doing so well in Rochelle, France, 


Pierre's son James followed fin his father's footsteps, was a Harvard 
graduate, the richest man in Ifassachusetts, an ornament of Boston Colonial Soc- 
iety. 


James had a son, James II who was the Revolutionary War governor of 
Massachusetts, aé signer of the Articles of Federation, and an intimate friend 
of John Hancokk who was president of the Continental Congress, 


James II's son, James III was a cultured gentleman of literary inclin- 


ations; a patron of the arts; many of his writings are still to be found in the 
library of Bowdoin College, which he founded and endowed with his Casco Bay pro- 
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Iii ( THE CASCO BAY BAUDOUINS( BOWDOINS)( concluded 


perties; and he ended his career travelling in Europe, and in his later years 
became the U.S. Ambassador to the court of Madrid. His portrait and that of 
his father, Governor Bowdoin, were done by Copley and are to be seen in Bow- 
doin College Collection, and the Collection of the Massachussetts Historical 
Society Museums respectively, 


James III named his son George, after George Washington, no doubt, 
who was born in New York in 1830 where he lived to become an important fin- 
ancier. In fact, in 1897 his firm was amalgamated with that of the late J. 
P, Morgan. His son Temple was lost in action in World War I, And Temple 
somehow finishes the story of the Casco Bay Bowdoins, 


Wherever old Pierre Baudouin found that money before he left Rochelle, 
and for whatever purpose it may have been meant, it certainly helped the Bow- 
doin family interests to prosper, 
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IV_ GERVAIS BAUDOIN de ST. BRICE de CHARTRES, and QUEBAC. 


Our first American ancestor, Gervais Baudouin has a history which is a 
little harder to trace than that of the Bowdoin's of Casco Bay. It is known that 
he came to New France as a young man and arrived in Quebec on the 6th day of Nov, 
1683, He was engaged during the governorship of Frontenac as the governor's per- 
sonal physician, and in the year of grace 1686 he married in the church of Notre 
Dame de Quebec, Anne Aubert, the daughter of a French provincial seigneur, and dur- 
ing the 42 years of their married life she bore him 11 children, 


It is known that Frontenac granted hin, by grace of his Christian Majest— 
y's disposition, and two of his sons vas seignories two of which were located in 
what is now Canada, and one which was situated in what is presently the State of 
Louisiana, He is referred to in the old records as "seignear" and legend has it 
that the original seignory which he eg§dyed was called the seignory de Saint Liss— 
ac, situated some 60 or 70 miles to the northwest of Montreal, It is said to have 
originally consisted of trapping and mineral rights to of in excess of a million 
and a half acres of land, Little exists of this princely seignory today besides 
the memory of the substantial stone house situated on an island in the lac de Saint 
Lissac which was called, le chateau. There is reputed to be a portrait of Gervais I, 
in Montreal, but I have never seen it and I am not sure of its whereabouts, 


There is a pretty legend, a romantic one, to the effect that our Gervais 
had been in love with a Parisian lady who chose to join the Ursuline nuns who were 
the first to bring schools and hospitals to Montreal and Quebec. This young lady, 
Mlle Emilie Vauquelin, baronne de St, Poucy, arrived in Quebec only a few months 
before the arrival of our great grandsire, It is mt a matter of record that they 
corresponded, were friends, As to the rest, it is a pretty legend, believe it or 
not as you will, 


Between 1700 and 1728 when he died on the first day of summer, Gervais 
Baudouin, was as a confindant of Frontenac and his successors entrusted with var- 
ious provincial duties and responsibilities, and was at times officer of garrison 
at Quebec in the wars with the English and their Iroquois allies, as were his sons, 


Gervais! first born was a daughter, Marie-Anne who was born on July 8, 168¢ 
In, 1708 she was married to Jean Baptiste Hertel, a provincial notary, and after her 
death in October of 1745 she was burked in Hotel Diew in Quebec, since she was one 
of its original donors, Gervais II was born on the third of August, 1686, and in his 
30th year he married Therese Guyon, a relative of the fxmous explorers, the Le Moynes 
and during their marriage she bore him 1] children, Gervais like his father was a 
doctor and was attached to Hotel Dieu in Quebec 


Gervais II died in Quebee in 1752, after an active career as a provincial 
doctor and administrator, Gervais II had been born a twin, but his twin sister, 
Claire-Francoise, died when she was two years old in 1688, 


Another daughter was born to Gervais I and Anne Aubert, who was named 
Genevieve, She became an Ursuline nun and was known as Sr. St. Augustin, and par- 
ticipated in the founding of the first institution of learning for young women in 
New France. She died in 1739, A second son, Joseph was born in 1688 but he died 
at birth along with his twin sister Marie, ad did Marie Marguerite wht was born in 
1690 and Michel who wis born in 1691, Andre born in 1683 lived but was killed in 
his boyhood in 1708, However, Louis who was born in 1694 lived to marry in +722 
to Marie Anne Roussel, one of the most endowed young ladies in the French colonies, 
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IV GERVAIS BAUDOUIN I, GSRVAIS II, GSRVAIS III (continued) 


Both he and Andre trad been granted seignories by Frontenac, but Andre's 
seignory was never taken over by himself but was claimed by his nephew Andre 
(this was the Louisiana seignory), This Andre was the son of Gervais II, 


One of the Canadian branches of the Beaudoin family trace their descent 
from Louis Beaudoin and Marie-Anne Roussel, Louis was killed in the course of the 
defense of the garrison at Quebec on the 23 of July in 1940. 


The youngest daughter of Gervais I “nd Anne Aubert was named Eliza— 
beth and she was born in 1696. She followed in the footsteps of her sister 
Genevieve and became an Ursuline nun, She died in 1747. Anne Aubert's brother 
was one of the early provincial governors of Louisiana, 


Gervais II and Therese Gyynn were blessed with 11 children, Anne Ther- 
ese Marguerite was born in 1716, Charles Louis Marie was born in 1717 and be- 
came a priest in 1742. He was founder of one of the early Montreal Parishes, He 
died in Montreal in 1761. 


Gervais III was born in 1715, the first son of the marriage of Gervais 
II and Therese Guyon, He wns married in 1746 to Angelique DuBois and succedded 
-to the seighory of Saint Lissac. , 


Gerva&s: II third son was Jean Francois born in 1719, and after him a 
whole succession of Jean Francois!s followed, He must have been well loved by the 
family. The fourth son of Gervais II, Enmanuel—Louis was born in 1720, and as 
god son of his young uncle Andre by courtesy, as it were, he took that name and 
successfully laid claim to the Louisiana seignory; he seems to have had no com- 
petition in the family for this prerogative. It is to be remembered that Louis-— 
jana was at that time as remote as the Bikini atoll, and considered as about 4s 
desirable a place to make one's abode, Gervais II's fifth son, Joseph Ignace, 
was born in 1724 and lived to become leader of the French provincial troops. He 
was killed in action at Cap Sante in 1754. Gervais bared no more sons but four 
more daughters, Louise-—IMadeleine, Marie Agathe, Marguerite Genevieve, and Fran- 
coise Gertrude,;all of them died in their youth except Marie Agathe who lived to 
become Mne, Phillippe Martel, 


After the transference of the colony of New France to the British Crown 
in 1763 the Beaudoin families retired to their estates in the interior of the 
province though Jean Francois Beaudoin and his sons are known to have kept 4 
- house in Montreal, and to have participated to some ex tent in the social iife of 
the city, Those were the days when their seignories were still productive, and 
they were well to do, They had not been sold to the British Crown, Though frag-— 
ments of the orig#nal seighories a re still in existence they are today little 
more than farms in the Province of Quebec, j 
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V__ THE BEAUDOINS IN LOUISIANA 


The Beaudoin family has figured in the History of New Orleans and the 
Louisiana territory since its earliest settlement in the 18th century. It is 
known that one’ of Gervais I's sons had been given a huge royal land grant in 
this territory, though it is doubtful that he ever settled on it, This tract 
was situated in St. Charles and St, James Parishes and legend has it that part 
of it was settled by the Acadians who were expelled from Nova Scotia, That some 
of Gervais I's grandsons did come to Louisiana to claim this land is a matter of 
record and some ofi that land is still owned by descendants of this grandson, who 
still grow sugar on the old plantations. I have not checked the ecclesiastical 
archives of the parishes of St, Charles and St. James so I can not pretend to 
enumerate them, or even sketch an outline of their history. It must be very simn- 
ilar to that of the other old families of Louisiana who have survived, 


One of the most colorful members of the Louisiana branch of the Beau- 
doin family was Col. Andre Beaudoin ( I believe the first member of the family to 
consistently spell his name Beaudoin) who became an officer in the regiments of 
the Spanish provincial government which took over Louisiana in 1769, He is one 
of the provincial officers who dealt with the Pirates who infested the Gulf Coast 
at this time, He cant have been too hard on them for years later when he was an 
old man he was the one who induced Jean Lafitte, the famous piratte Captain, to 
join forces with General Andrew Jackson's American army which defeated the British 
on the fields of Chalmette below New Orleans in 1816, The pirattes did such an 
admirable job of sacking the British fleet anchored in New Orleans harbor that the 
Commodore in charge is reputed to have pointed to "Pirattestown" across the Miss— 
issippi from New Orleans and to have exclaimed, "My God, they are worse than the 
pirattes of Algiers," and the settlement across the River from New Orleans carries 
thet name to this day, 


Col. Andre Beaudoin was to the best of my knowledge the son of Emmanuel 
Louis Beaudoin, the 4th son of Gervais Baudouin II, and the grandson of Gervais I, 
who claimed the royal land grants in Louisiana, Andre Beaudoin is reputed to have 
built that exquisite old house on Daupine Street in New Orleans which was later 
owned and associated with Comte Carlos de Haut de Lassus, the last Spanish gover- 
nor of East Florida, who was also a Frenchman and only a Spaniard by profession, 
In 1936, I regret to say, that this exquisite old house was occupied profession- 
ally by ladies of questionable virtue, 


One of Andre's sons became mayor of New Orleans in the 1830s but the 
family seems to have btetired from the City for the most part after that and the 
remaining members still cultivate what fragments they have retained of the once 
baronial land grants, French kings had lavished upon their predecessors, I rath- 
er prefer them that way myself, The French are good farmers, ‘They have an in- 
stinctive love of the earth, and the earth resnonds to their affection, It is 
people like this who are the strength and backbone of America, They are no long- 
er gentlemen of fashion making history in a New World, They are now just good 
French farmers holding on to what land they have; going to church on Sundays as 
good Frenchmen should, and marrying their sons and daughters to their good neigh 
bors. Most of them still prefer to speak French, "la belle Francais", as our 


om 1 


io togjom 6 al baat etdd mbale of saetetiol of emes Bb enoabni 
tw .noebanig efdd ‘to etesbasoesd ed beawa CPESe & “dedd a | 
Aoljeskeofsos oft beset ton oved I > ena taal blo orld no ‘thy 
= 
oJ SmeJowm Jon nto I os comet .28 Bas solani we ‘Yo esiakiog 91 
Viev sd yam II hen aid 1foAt to onti{ivo af dodaile ‘eee O , meri” 
ebovivive ovad orfw anatetwol. to eotftme?t Hlo todio off to 
if t+ Io Honetd soelelvel edt Yo atedmem LIgttefes deom ede Bo and 
Fins) old tsdimom deni al¢ evetfed I ) atehusel otbad (fod ew <[imet nfob 
emtgoet oft at tof 1s empood ow (ctobunel amma afd Legs ylinssebanas 
; ¥' fi fuol teve dood Aotriw tromrisvey Letontvoig netasq’ eid 
tinD sd bod at o da329 i dtiw diset etsoltie Lstonivow sAv do 
: lw te3ed erssy tol mod tml oot moed vvead anes of eomts eid In 
, q rieitq ewomel oft ,otitial a beoubat ofw ono si? eaw on asm blo 
Des oo Tek iris ic neofteas e'noedosL worbsk IntenoD dvtw esetd? atot 
=) i Jeifiq on; .Of80 ct ensef[1O woll wofled oddemfadtd Yo ebfisft eff no 
isd a0d AL9L7T9 Won OL Setoioas Joell teltivg oft gnioioee Io dot sidnttahs 
iJ >"! iWates rf" of bedatog even oc beduge? ef sptano ak eiobomend 
iy w 918 Yells Doo WA" .bomtaloxes ove of bas eaxsolaD woll mal foqkeel 
i : i mort tevifi of3 eeotos SaomeLston sfd bas " etely tA Yo eoddauke 
vob etay of emp PadZ 
i ; ; Polworm yo lo Jasd off? Gd aeow afobuceli orhnA fod 
: bast tj ban. nivobues elavisD 1 fjA of? ,ntobyes eval 
i fat f etiok .énstelvol ni edna boei Inyot ofd beminIS ow 
ths Ines 4 vi mL foetdc oniguad ap savor blo stke fupxs gens If bud 
¥oun detinrge I iJ ,evecsd ob dur ob @ofiad etmed niiw bedatoosss ban benwo 
; 7 Dbistaaqge ¢ Yfho bac aamionsvt 8 cafe eaw ow .obPtolT Jesd to dba 
i g vig Delquose teaw sevod bik edleivpxs eftld Jans ,.y¥yae ov SeTaet I deer al 
eouadtcy oidnact seep to eotbal WwW Vls 
1S Juct @OC8i ory at enne{10 wei lo toyam emacod anos eiesbad to ond 
ban Janis to21n g1oq Jeom of! tol WED ond mot) heatdetd coved o¢ emiee yin? 
115 To boalcsot oven Yeds etaoegev? teow odavidiue Llise evedmom, gainiamet 
Ajay | eroecooohey weds noqu bedutvel bed epnia donevi ,ednets ball fntaored 
iL a& ovead youl even boog sis donot off ,2feeuwn yew Jods mond gelew te 
P 3i .nottout'ts tatedd of ebaoreet disse ef? ban .iéts0 orld. Jo syok evlvantie 
ol on ete YorT .sobtomi 2 wiochlond bre dignease on. ot, or obdd etl algoaq 
boog teut won ein you? .bfaoW wei 8 at yiodetd gnibiam ooldes? Yo memeliney to 
6 ayebaue ao dotsdo od yniog gevad yort bowel tedw o¢ no gotbfot stomal 
“( i booy tlond of etsddguch baa ence then? gniyriam bas samtons1T 
wo en ,"elsonott elfed of" «toneta dneqe of qeloiy Litte mond to decd , 


ei gl. ys so ae 
af Jnstg boel Loyor egunt A 
sont et ott te ies te ‘seve of ; 

s1sq Jari 32 aad bnepol ban e 
omoe JerT 


\ sa z ‘ ¢ 
. be Os | ; j 
ma i 


Jina we ¥ 
wer ¢ 


+5 joo avo mor Posey is f 


a 


4 


° ee ee ee em 


ud 
| 
_ V__THE BEAUDOINS OF LOUSIANA (concluded) 


grandparents did, and cling to the customs which make the bayou parishes of Louis-— 
iana still a part of old France,..the France of the Bourbon kings which exists 
now nowhere else except on the pages of recorded history.... 


They are a sturdy, 
free people who have learned to fuse their rich, old, history worn traditions into 
a way of life which is one phase of our Ametican way of living. In 1766 they fought 
with Louis XV's men against the Spaniards; in 1816 they fought with Jackson against 
the English; in 1860 they fought with Beauregard against the Union; and in 1918 
and 1940 they fought with America against the Axis powers, They were go—betweens 
between French pirattes and Spanish tyrants, France has always been a sweet name 
on their lips, but America, Louisiana, is their home, the good earth on which they 
live, And life can be very good in the parishes, sitting on the veranda of the 
remains of a pretentious old plantation house with a high French roof reminiscent 
of two hundred years ago, "Le Bon Dieu" is good to those who do not ask too much, 


Perhaps the Louisiana branch of the family will be able to vegetate in 
this incompirable luxury for anotier century, if they don't find oil on their land 
and become just plain "nouveau riche" like Oklahoma Indians, Somehow I hope they 
don't for though I know few of them personally I'd like to visit in the parishes 
and be able to say, "These are some of my people who came here so long ago and 
liked it so well," 


The Louisiana Beaudoins must have been slave owners for rather an ex- 
tensive number of Louisiana negroes carry the name, 
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VII, THE FAMILY OF NAPOLEON BEAUDOIN, I’ , of Cadillac, Michigan 

The Napoleon Beaudoin family of Cadillac, Michigan was founded by the 
marriage and settlement in Cadillac of Napoleon Beaudoin I, and Rose de Lima( known 
commonly as Dora) daughter of Mathilde du Marier and Olivier Bertschaume of the 
Province of Quebec, Canada, both families of ancient Breton stock, and residents on 
the North American continent at that time in excess of two hundred years, Napolcon 
Beaudoin had come to Cadillac, Ifichigan as many did in those days to work in the 
logging camps. He was one of the first members of the French colony which settled 
there, composed largely of Canadian immigrants, who contributed largely to the grow- 
thé and prosperity of this little village which at the time was little more than a 
logging camp situated on the shores of two beautiful lakes which have made Cadillac 
practically a resort town, 


After his marriage Napoleon Beaudoin opened a retail grocery store and 
prospered, Somewhat after the turn of the century he built the large frame house 
at 510 Shelby Street, in Cadillac, now occupied by the William Beaudoin family, and 
later built the large square brick and stucco house still standing on the adjoin- 
ing property, 


Napoleon Beaudoin accumulated a large enough estate to be able to retire 
from his business in the 20s of this century, Following his retirement he sold his 
home and turned his business over to his son William, For a period of two years he 
lived in Detroit where his youngest son, and his two daughters were married in the 
house he bought in Ferndale which was then one of the more recently developed parts 
of the city, 


But Napoleon was not hapny in Detroit, so he returned to Cadillac, where 
he built himself a new home at 132 Hersey St., near St. Anne's church, school and 
hospital to which he had been one of the original donors at the time the church 
was built. He occupied the first pew in the church and had done so for many vears, 
and for several years bought additional properties which he remodelled and improv— 
ed, He was a shrewd business man, and a person of remarkable sturdiness of both 
physique and character, and though his estate was greatly reduced in size it was 
still substantial at the time of his death, The Beaudoin family plot is in the 
Roman Catholic cemetery at Cadillac, Michigan. 


Napoleon Beaudoin I was survived by his widow by nine years; by her he 
sired seven children, They were in order of their birth: Napoleon II, William Fran- 
cois, Arthur, Emil, Lawrence, Josephine and Florence, 


Napoleon II, was born Jan. 15, 1893 and was reared and educated in Cadillac, Michi- 
gan. He served in the U.S. Navy in the first World War and shortly thereafter he 
married Margaret Mellon, a second cousin, of Andrew Mellon who was to become Secre- 
tary of the Treasury of the United States, Following his marriage he settled in 
Pontiac, Michigan where he lived until his untimely death, He was survived by his 
widow and three children still of Pontiac, Michigan: Edwin Thomas Beaudoin, Margar- 
et Mary, and Richard Beaudoin. Mrs. Napoleon Beaudoin II, lives at 144 Shirley 
Street, Pontiac, Michigan, 
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THE BHAUDOIN FAMILY OF CADILLAC MICHIGAN, Continued, as 
Edwih Thomas Beaudoin was born in Pontiac, lMichigan on the third of February, 1919. 
He has lived and was educated in Pontiac, During World War II, he served with dis- 
tinction in the U.S. Marines, the Pacific theatre being the scent of his activity. 

He is married to Mary Lezotte who has borne him two sons, Robert John, born Mzy 15, 
1945, and James Lynne, born March 22, 1949. 


Margaret Mary Beaudoin, was born in Pontiac, Michigan, February 18, 1924, She was 
educated and lives there at present, She is Mrs. George A, Gerloch. 


Richard Beaudoin, was born in Pontiac, Michigan on April 3, 1927. He was educated in 
Pontiac, Michigan and lives there at present, During World War II, he served with 
distinction in the U.S, Navy, selecting the branch of the: service in which his father 
had served in World War I, He married Irene Swansey, who has borne him two children, 
Charles Davidy born March 13, 1945; and Richarda Ann, born Aug. 2, 1946. 


William Francois Beaudoin was born in Cadillac, Michigan, July 12, 1894, the second 
son of Napoleon Beaudoin I, He was educated and has always lived in Cadillac, Mich, 
where he succeeded his father in the grocery business which the latter established 
there, He lives at 510 Shelby St,, Cadillac, Mich. He married Edna Jacobs in 1921, 
who has borne him two children, William II, and Marilyn. 


William Francois Beaudoin II, was born in Cadillac, Michigan, March 10, 1922, He was 
educated in Cadillac and lives there at present. During the War he served with dis- 
tinction in the U.S. Army in the European theatre, He married Patricia Ann Daum who 
has borne him two children, Patricia Ann, born February 23, 1945, and Gregory David, 
born February 14, 1947. 


Marilyn Gene Beaudoin, was born in Cadillac, Michigan, December 21, 1925. She was edu- 
cated and lives in Cadillac at present, She is now Mrs, Paul T. Uptergraft, 


Arthur Joseph Beaudain, my father, was born September 29, 1896, the third son of Nap- 
oleon Beaudoin I, in Cadillac, Michigan where he received his education. He married 
my mother, Ruth Helen Marie Derrer Boyce Beaudoin, in April of 1913. During World 

War I he was associated with Dodge Brothers, working in the pattern room with Horace 
& John Dodge. He later was associated with Fisher Body Company and in 1925 was select- 
ed to be a division supervisor in their plant in Memphis, Tenn, During World War II 

he took over the management of the Sefton Fibre Can Co., in Memphis, Tenn and presente 
ly he operates his own business, the Beaudoin Insulation Co., of Memphis, Tenn. and 
Little Rock, Ark, He is at home at 779 Garland St. Memphis, Tenn. By Ruth Derrer Boyce 
Beaudoin he is the father of one son, Kenneth Lawrence Beaudoin, 


Kenneth Lawrence Beaudoin, was born in Elmire, Michigan on December 12, 1913. He spent 
his childhood in Cadillac but was reared and educated for the most part in Memphis, 
Tenn where he was matriculated from the Ss&te College in 1935 with his B.S, Between 
1936 and 1942 he was associated with Lyle Saxon, the New Orleans historian and as an 
editor working in the Louisiana State Archives he was able to do much of the work 
connected with this little monograph, Between 1940 and 1947 he was editor of Icono- 
graph; and between 1943 and 1948 he lived in New York City where he owned and opera— 
ted an art galleryeknown as galerie neuf, He is the author of four volumes of verse, 
and two plays, 


Emil Beajudoin, was born May 8, 1899 and died on the 27th of November, 1900, 
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THE BEAUDOIN FAMILY OF CADILLAC, MICHIGAN, Concluded 


Lawrence Beaudoin, was born June 25, 1901, in Cadillac, Mich, the 4th son of 
Napoleon Beaudoin I. He was educated in Cadillac, Ifichigan and was married 
to Gladys Jenkins of Cadillac, Michigan in Detroit in 1922, He lived for some 
time in Detroit until he received a Northern Michigan territory from the Corn 
Products Co., and since then he has lived between Grand Rapids, Michigan and 
Cadillac, Michigan, He has two children from his marriage, Joan Marie and 
Lawrence II, He lives at present at 839 Turner St., N.W., Grand Rapids, Mich, 


Joan Marie Beaudoin was born in Detroit, Michigan, May 26, 1923. She was educat— 
ed in the schools of Cadillac and Grand Rapids, Michigan, and during World War 
II served as a WAVE in the Pacific theatre, prior to which she received train- 
ing at Hunter College in New York, In December of 1949 she became Mrs, Phillip 
John Roberts of Grand Rapids, Michigan. 


Lawrence Beaudoin II, was born in Grand Rapids, Michigan in 1925, He was edu- 
cated in Grand Rapids and Cadillac, Michigan and during World War II he served 
with distinction in the U.S. Navy, He lives presently in Grand Rapids, Mich, 


Josephine Beaudoin, the eldest daughter of Napoleon Beaudoin I, was born in 
Cadillac, Michigan and educated there. She was married on the 2nd of December, 
1922 to Ernest Hull of Youngston, Ohio. By this marriage she has borne four 
children, Barbara Ann, Doris, Kenneth Gregory, and James, Mr. & Mrs, Hull 
make their tesidence at 4980 Broadway, R.R.3, Milford, Michigan, 


Barbara Ann Hull was born August 12, 1924. She lives with her parents in Mil- 
ford, Michigan. 


Doris Hull, was born in 1927. She lives with her parents in Milford, Mich. 


Kenneth Gregory Hull was born in Kalamazoo, Michigan in 1932, He lives at 
present with his parents at Milford, Michigan, 


James Hull, was born in 1935. He lives with his parents at Milford, Mich. 


Florence Beaudoin, the youngest daughter of Napoleon Beaudoin I, was born in 
Cadillac, Michigan on September 16, 1906, On November 27, 1924 she married 
Leonard Rozga, of Detroit, and Manistece,Michigan, For some time prior to her 
mother's death she was in residente at 128 Hersey St., Cadillac, Mich. She is 
at present living at 8054 Sussex Street, Detroit, Michigan, She has no child- 
ren, 
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EPILOGUE __ 


I suppose every person who has undertaken a genalogical report such as 
this, upon completing it wonders to what purpose his efforts have been...A few 
legends, a few vital statistics which may mor may not be of some practical value, 
I can tell you that such memorabilia of early American Beaudoins that cxists is 
to be found in the public depositories of Montreal, Quebec, Bowdoin College, 
Maine, Boston, New York, Washington, and New Orleans, The vital statistics of the 
family up til the year of grace 1879 are to be found in the archives of the church 
of Notre Dame de Quebec, This includes the baptismal record of Louis(Napoleon) 
Beaudoin our mutual grandfather, All descendants of Napoleon Beaudoin, being de- 
scended in direct line from Gervais Baudouin I, were entitled, if they so wished 
to make claim to the British Crown, to the Order of the Empire, which honor was 
extended to all loyal Canadians by Victoria Regina when she was made Empress of 
India, who were residents of Canada during the war of American Independence, This 
order, however, may at present be archaic in so far as the Kings of England are no 
longer Emperors of India; or at least may not be so for long. As descendants of 
an original holder of a seignory (i.e. a Canadian royal land grant under the 
French kings) all Beaudoins herein listed are entitled by an act of the Canadian 
Parliament to the privilege of making claim to the Canadian Department of Agri- 
culture and Immigration for seignorial rights over land in the present day public 
domain of Canada. Of course, I had best point out before I start a land rush to 
Montreal, that these public lands so opened to the descendants of the original 
seigneurs are above the timber line, and although the Canadian Department of 
Agriculture and Immigration is most generous in the amounts of land it grants, 
it is also most meticulous about the amount of taxes it collects on same, and 
stipulates as well that the lands are to be developed within a given length of 
time, For my own part, I must confess, the pioneering spirit of my ancestors 
has quieted and cooled to the extent that it takes very little effort for me to 
control any anxiety I might have to trade my present way of life for the pro- 
spect of finding some animals to trap on the frozen tundra, or using the amount 
of capital and energy necessary to penetrate said tundra in order to determine 
whether the mineral deposits there are of any value or not, However, this offer 
was open before World War II, and may still be, if any members of the family are 
inclined to adventure into the frozen North, These are, I am afraid, the physic- 
al boundaries of the Beaudoin heritage, 


However(number 2) due to the increasing growth of cooneration between 
the Dominion of Canada and the United States, and due to the aggressive policy of 
the cardinal~archbishops of Quebec, the Roman Catholic primates of Canada in se- 
curing the rights of the original French settlers, it is very conceivable that 
the Canadian frontier, that frozen Northland, may be one of the frontiers of the 
future, just as Alaska was during the 2nd Administration of the late president. 
The vital statistics in this volume should be adequate added to the research of 
the Abbe Tanguay, and the baptismal records of the Church de Notre Dame de Que- 
bec for any member of the Beaudoin family herein listed or his or her heirs to 
make a substantiated claim for any benefits accruing heirs of seigneurs made a- 
vailable by the Canadian Parliament. It is furthermore well to realize that the 
recommendation of the Cardinal-archhishop of Quebec, when directed to the primates 
of Peru, Colombia, Venezuela, Brazil, Chile, Uruguay, Ecuador, Paraguay, and 
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Epilogue (contlinued) 


Argentina, carries great weight in establishing persons as desirable emigres and 
in establishing persons as proper applicants for grants of undeveloped public iand 
in these countries, I know personally from information received directly from the 
consul-generals of these countries in New Orleans and New York that land grants to 
the extent of 1 sq, mile, or in short a section of land, were given approved imni- 
grants prior to World War II, It is well to point out, of course, that most of 
these countries stipulate a certain minimum capital investment for the improvement 
of these lands, Further information regarding these matters can be secured from 
the Canadian Department of Agriculture and Immigration, and from the consul gener- 
als of the other American nations in New York or New Orleans, 


There is, however, another legacy, one might say, left every member of 
the family, a legacy like buried treasure, It is the legacy of the Beaudomn family 
in toto, It is a treasure buried in the archives of the old churches which were 
the outpost missions of New France. It is the simple proof of the existence of 
numberless members of our family who by the simple grace of having been born can- 
not have excaped participation in the greatest development in modern history...the 
development of the New World of Cartier, Champlain, La Salle, the Le Moynes, de 
Bienville, Cadillac and de Frontenac, Marquette and our own Pere Jean Baudouin in- 
te those two great and sovereign powers of the Western Hemisphere, the Dominien of 
Canada and the United States of America, 


Somehow I feel so strongly akin to those forgotten members of our family 
who during the two hundred and eighty two years since a Beaudoin first came to this 
continent, have stayed here, lived here, blazed the trails which are the highways 
of the nation, charted the rivers which are the arteries of our wide land. These 
Beaudoins who made the paths leading their cows to pasture, and hunting the furs 
which were the chief export of New France, which are now the streets of Montreal, 
Quebec, Detroit, Pittsburgh(old Fort DuQuesne), St, Louis, and that unforgettahié 
city at the mouth of the Mississippi, New Orleans. Somehow, I seem to think I can 
feel their bloed and ashes in the turgid power of the Mississippi, the river down 
which old Jean Baudouin paddled his weary bones in his old age to found a mission 
among the Cijickasaws, which is now the city in which I live; Memphis, on the Chick- 
asaw bluffs. Somehow, I seem to feel their spirits in the spring wind, for their 
dream—the New World--its realization, is this good land on which we live, The a- 
buses they fled in the old world, their freedom on the frontier, their experiences 
in the cold Northern winters, their little farms and villages, their businesses, 
their hardships and sufferings and their dreams and hopes are the very bricks of 
our American institutions, with which I will forever feel at home, to which my 
heart must surrender its unswerving loyalty even in these days when the bureau- 
cratic confusion of pragmatic materialism in process seems to eat at the very 
roots of our logic, our religion, and our accepted way of life, For this I am 
grateful to the accidental research which uncovered much of the Begudoin family 
history to me, 


Kenneth Lawrence Beaudoin, 
a maison, 
Novenber, 1949 
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